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Preface

Solid phase assay systems are currently ranged
among the most sensitive and accurate laboratory
methods that allow rapid and reliable determinations.
Developed solid phase methodol ogies have a consid-
erable spectrum of applications, such as the anaysis
of small sized compounds, large biomolecules, cells
as well as viral and bacterial antigens and antibodies
present in biologic matrices. Immunoassays represent
a significant category of solid phase assays and are
nowadays used in the daily laboratory practice for
diagnosis of diseases, infections, drug levels and mon-
itoring of patient health. The high sensitivity, easy of
implementation and applicability of solid phase assays
stimulated the scientific interest in the area. As are-
sult, during the last years, significant improvementsin
solid phase supports, miniaturization, automation and
detection of solid phase systems have been achieved.

This specia issue of Journal of Pharmaceutical
and Biomedical Analysis is dedicated to the solid
phase assays used for the analysis of small and large
sized molecules with biopharmaceutical importance.
Particular emphasis is given to the recent develop-
ments in solid phase assays and immunoassays as
well asin detection methods and immunoaffinity solid
phase extraction. Applications to the area of proteins,
glycoconjugates, enzymes, serologigal detection of

viral and bacterial infections and biochemical mark-
ers are also included. A considerable effort to cover
the most important aspects of the field has been made
and this was indeed realized thanks to the enthu-
siastic contribution of well-known scientists in the
field.

I wish to thank all the authors of the publications
for their readiness and cooperation in thisissue, which
we hope will have a strong impact in the area of
solid phase assays in pharmaceutical and biomedi-
cal analysis. | would aso like to thank the former
Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Pharmaceutical and
Biomedical Analysis, Dr. Henk Lingeman, for hiswill-
ingness to entrust me with the preparation of this spe-
cial issue as well as the new editors of the journa for
their unlimited collaboration in all steps necessary to
prepare thisissue. From my personal point of vantage,
I am thankful and amply rewarded for extending my
knowledge on the field during the process of reading
and editing the articles.

Nikos K. Karamanos

Department of Chemistry, University of Patras
Patras 26500, Greece

Fax: +30-2610-997153.

E-mail address: n.k.karamanos@upatras.gr

0731-7085/$ — see front matter © 2003 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

doi:10.1016/S0731-7085(03)00558-2



